
Team DJI wins football tournament Football Works! in 
London
Work through Sport successful on and off the football 
pitch

Nine years ago, a DJI delegation visited London to see how football is successfully used as a 
reintegration tool. At the end of May, a number of DJI colleagues again travelled to the British 
capital, along with some former detainees. This time because of Football Works! This international 
football tournament for prisons has been successfully held in the Netherlands for many years. In 
London, not only was the necessary knowledge and experience exchanged and inspiration gained. 
Football was also played. Very well, in fact. The DJI team won the tournament.

Together with some DJI colleagues, Gerko Brink travelled to 
London in 2016. To be inspired and see how British prisons 
successfully collaborate with clubs like Tottenham Hotspur 
and Fulham. Meanwhile, the Inside projects (a collaboration 
between a professional football club and a penitentiary 
institution), which blew over from England, have become 
indispensable in the Dutch prison system. During those 
years, Gerko developed into the driving force behind various 
football and other sports projects in Dutch prisons,

DJI seven-time host
To draw attention to the many football projects in prisons, to network, meet and connect and - of 
course - to play football, the international football tournament Football Works! is held every year. 
Seven times in a row, DJI hosted in one of the Dutch prisons. Last year, Sremska Mitrovica prison in 
Serbia was the organiser and recently, on 27 May, Feltham Prison in London was the venue for this 
event for prison teams. On 25 September this year, there will already be another tournament, then 
in PI Dordrecht.

Participants in London included a team from National Prison Radio, which provides 24-hour radio 
broadcasts for and by inmates in England and Wales. There were also some inmate teams from host 
site Feltham Prison. That discipline is valued within the British prison walls was evident during the 
start of her tournament. If two inmates dared to talk through the opening speech, a sanction 
immediately followed: several push-ups.

Experience expert
As the founder of Football Works!, DJI obviously could not be absent from the event in London. As 
detainees are not allowed to cross national borders, a selection had been made consisting of 
colleagues from various PIs and headquarters, as well as some ex-prisoners. This under the inspiring 
leadership of experience expert Jules Rasoelbaks. Jules is pretty much the personification of 
successful reintegration. He made several mistakes, spent years in prison, changed course, was, 
among other things, case manager in PI Dordrecht and is currently reintegration coach at PakKans.

Rasoelbaks guided his team through the group stage without any problems. Four of the five pool 
matches were won, one game was narrowly lost. The quarter-final was won 3-0, in the semi-final it 
was 1-0 for the DJI team after extension. In the final, one of the teams from the organising prison 
Feltham was beaten 1-0. Completely wet rain followed a small celebration.



"You brought us the tournament, the prizes and ultimately the winner," Keith Potter, business 
engagement manager of Feltham Prison, addressed the Dutch delegation at the awards ceremony. 
Indeed, the prizes, metal plaques, had been made in PI Veenhuizen's metal workshop. Some figurines 
of a footballer in a prison setting had been manufactured in the labour workshop of PI Alphen aan 
den Rijn, which had also been made available by DJI.

The wet-drenched but successful DJI selection and coaching after winning the final

Tour
Following the tournament, the Dutch delegation was given a tour of Feltham Prison. This prison has 
room for about 600 detainees, including over 100 juveniles aged 15 to 18. The tour included a 
recycling department where, among other things, hospital crutches are repaired, a bicycle workshop, 
an area similar to a Reintegration Centre (RIC) in a Dutch PI and a small cell wing.

What stood out was that staff getting ready to go home were walking around with transparent bags. 
So that security can more easily check what is being taken in and out. At Feltham, one of nine prisons 
in London, smoking is banned everywhere. Vaping on cell, on the other hand, is allowed. "We 
expected a lot of resistance when a smoking ban was decided, but the protests were not too bad in 
the end," Keith Potter told us.

Success stories
Gerko Brink is obviously happy with the top prize that 'his' team won in London. But he is especially 
proud of the results achieved through all his projects, under the common banner of Work through 
Sport'. "Last year, for example, 42 inmates started work through a sports project within the prison, 
and 270 inmates have already been helped into jobs since the project started in 2012. These are, of 
course, success stories. Not everyone manages to immediately find a suitable workplace somewhere, 
but they too have developed useful skills thanks to participation in a sports project. And - also not 
unimportant - let us not forget that sport is also simply healthy for everyone and that being part of a 
team also has positive effects."



Daily newspaper Trouw published a report on Belgian researcher Marie-Lou Libbrecht of Ghent 
University in May. She researches the role of sports in prisons in Belgium, hopes to obtain a PhD on 
the subject and follows developments in Dutch prisons with great interest. Earlier this year, she 
therefore visited PI Veenhuizen to see a football project the penitentiary is running in cooperation 
with FC Emmen. Of course, Gerko was there to accompany her and explain.

Happiness and self-assurance
Researcher Marie-Lou Libbrecht in Trouw: "Participation in a sports project gives an inmate a sense 
of autonomy. Finding work may be the goal of sport for prison directors, but inmates themselves get 
much more out of it. It provides happiness, self-assurance and a meaningful life. You could also say 
that finding work is a consequence of that."

The Belgian researcher's findings reinforce Gerko's thoughts that sport can make a difference. "Even 
within prison walls. Sport is healthy, for body and mind. For everyone, but certainly for prisoners. It's 
a great way to take your mind off things. Just being busy, making yourself nice and tired so you can 
sleep well at night. Playing sports together is also good for your social skills and contacts. When 
combined with an employment guidance project, it cuts both ways and increases a detainee's 
chances in the labour market. This ensures that someone can successfully reintegrate after serving a 
sentence, which benefits everyone. That too is the power of sport!"

The DJI delegation at the entrance to Feltham Prison


